
Walking the Way of Jesus 
A liturgy for the season of Lent for use at home 

 

 

You are the Church – We are the Church! 

In these strange times where we are having to keep physical distance 

from each other, we are having to find creative ways of staying 

connected to each other – as well as to God. 

The words in this booklet are very close to those we have been using on 

Sundays during Lent at our 10.30am communion service, but we’ve 

adapted them for you to use at home, knowing that your sister and 

brother Christians will be using them in other places nearby. 

If there is more than one of you in your home, you might want to share 

around the parts of a leader/reader, and all join together in the words 

in bold type. If you are on your own, hopefully you’ll feel able to say all 

the words yourself – either out loud (it’s worth trying this!), or quietly in 

your head and heart. 

What you’ll need 

As well as this booklet, you might want to gather together: 

• A candle, and something to light it with 

• A jug of water and a bowl 

• A Bible if you want to find the readings yourself or a pew news. 

• A cross, or a picture that helps remind you of God’s presence 

with you  



2 
 

GATHERING 

Introduction 

You might want to light a candle as you begin your time of 
prayer and worship. 

The desert is a dangerous place. There is no food. 
There is no water. People die without food and water. 

Nothing grows there, so when the wind blows, the 
shape of the desert changes. People lose their way. 

The desert is a dangerous place. People do not go 
there unless they have to. It takes courage to go into 
the desert. 

The Spirit drove Jesus into the desert. 
This is the journey God invites us on this Lent. 
God give us courage to follow him. 

 
Prayers of confession 

 In a world weighed down by suffering 
we so often remain indifferent 
Lord we confess 
Our life is dry 

 In a world crying out for community 
we so often encourage division 
Lord we confess 
Our life is dry 
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 In a world thirsty for hope 
we so often fall into despair 
Lord we confess 
Our life is dry 

You might like to pour some water gently from a jug into a 
bowl, as you read these words… 

Here is the water of life – for everyone, everywhere. 

May this water surprise us and nourish us; 

may it clean our body  

and clean our conscience, 

put out the fires of hatred, 

and cleanse us from our sin. 

May our wrong-doings be washed away, 

and your goodness flow through us; 

may waves of hope wash over us, 

calm our storms and bring us peace. Amen. 

(written by Hodge Hill Junior Church) 

WORD 

In the pew news for each Sunday, you will find: 

• A Collect (Prayer for the Day) to pray 

• Readings  

• Something to reflect on 

• A space to offer your prayers to God, and a prayer to 
end this time  
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Affirming our faith 

In his words and his life, Jesus shows us God’s way. 

Let us affirm again our commitment to that way: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

All: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 

for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who suffer persecution 

for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.       (from Matthew ch.5) 

In Jesus, the love of God comes close. 

 We will walk his way.  
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GIVING THANKS 

This is the moment in our normal Sunday service where we 
would gather around God’s table and share communion 
together. Although we long for the time when we are able to 
do that again, Jesus promises to be with us wherever we are 
– whether we are with other people, or on our own. 
 
The prayer that follows is an adaptation of our Eucharistic 
Prayer for Lent – a prayer of thanksgiving (that’s what 
‘eucharist’ means) to God, that any of us can pray. 
 

Loving God, 
the world you made is beautiful and fragile. 
You made us, with all your creatures, 
and called us to tend the earth with love. 
But what you made fertile, we have made desert; 
and when you call us to follow, we have turned away. 

You gave us your prophets 
to challenge us to change our ways, 
and in the end you gave us Jesus, your Son, 
to heal and teach 
and proclaim your kingdom come 
for all who had lost hope 
and were thirsty for life. 

He made friends with anyone who would listen  
and loved even his enemies.  
For these things, he was crucified 
by the powers-that-be, 
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but you raised him to life  
by your love, stronger even than death. 

Your Holy Spirit 
strengthens us on the wilderness paths, 
refreshes us with living water, 
and inspires us to sing your praise: 

 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
 holy is the Lord God almighty. 
 Who was, and is, and is to come, 
 holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 

So with Jesus we praise you, 
with Jesus we pray 
for the brokenness of our world, 
with Jesus we thirst for your kingdom  
to spring to life among us. 

 Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

Send your Holy Spirit 

upon us your children, 

and upon your whole creation, 

that we may walk in your ways 

and rejoice in your life, 

through Jesus Christ, 

life-giver, pain-bearer, love-maker. 

Amen. 
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We join together in saying The Lord’s Prayer (in whatever 

version is most familiar) 

 
Our Father 

in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today  

our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Lead us not into 

temptation. 

But deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory 

are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen.  

Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day 

our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into 

temptation. 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine  

is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

  God of the wilderness, 
we thank you for meeting us 
as we offer our prayers and praises to you.  
Sustain us and go with us 
as we continue our journey 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of God, 
life-giver, pain-bearer, love-maker, 
be with us, and with all for whom we pray, 
through this Lent, and always. 
Amen. 

 
We pray for peace, 
we look for peace,  
we speak of peace,  
we act in peace,  
we know God’s peace. 
Amen. 

 


